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This is likewise one of the factors by obtaining the soft documents of this the lucifer effect understanding how
good people turn evil philip g zimbardo by online. You might not require more get older to spend to go to
the book opening as without difficulty as search for them. In some cases, you likewise do not discover the
declaration the lucifer effect understanding how good people turn evil philip g zimbardo that you are looking
for. It will unconditionally squander the time.
However below, subsequently you visit this web page, it will be suitably no question simple to get as skillfully
as download guide the lucifer effect understanding how good people turn evil philip g zimbardo
It will not believe many period as we explain before. You can reach it while function something else at home
and even in your workplace. in view of that easy! So, are you question? Just exercise just what we meet the
expense of under as well as evaluation the lucifer effect understanding how good people turn evil philip g
zimbardo what you next to read!

The Lucifer Effect | Phillip Zimbardo | Talks at Google The psychology of evil | Philip Zimbardo The Lucifer
Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil - Philip G. Zimbardo Philip Zimbardo Discusses His
Book, The Time Paradox Transforming Evil into Everyday Heroism with Philip Zimbardo Psychology of
Evil: The Lucifer Effect in Action - Dr. Phil Zimbardo Part 1 㷝 㷝─吀栀攀 䰀甀挀椀昀攀爀 䔀昀昀攀挀琀
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(Summary) -- Understanding How Good People Turn Evil Journey From the Psychology of Evil to the
Psychology of Heroism Professor Phil Zimbardo \"The Lucifer Effect: How Good People Turn Evil\". Full
DVD www.uniview.co.uk Make Time Work For You with Philip Zimbardo The Psychology of Evil: The
Lucifer Effect in Action The Lucifer Effect in Action: My Journey from Evil to Heroism The Stanford Prison
Experiment and Abu Ghraib: Two Studies in Human Nature
How fucked up is humanity? - The Lucifer Effect The Lucifer Effect - Philip Zimbardo - CDI 2009 Interview
with psychologist Philip Zimbardo on the Stanford Prison Experiment (VPRO Backlight) Audiobook: The
Lucifer Effect Understanding How Good People Turn Evil Psychology of Evil: The Lucifer Effect in Action Dr. Phil Zimbardo Part 3 Psychology of Evil: The Lucifer Effect in Action - Dr. Phil Zimbardo Part 4 The
Lucifer effect - an interview by DPU with Philip G. Zimbardo - ch. 1
The Lucifer Effect Understanding How
When Dr. Philip Zimbardo, author of The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil, first
appeared, he and Dr. Phil examined what makes a good person do bad things. Now, they continue to
explore blind obedience to authority and how social influences can have a negative impact on your life.

The Lucifer Effect by Philip Zimbardo
Starting of. Philip Zimbardo’s The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil was a
stimulating read. A lot of psychology books tend to be a bit dry or scientifically wordy, becoming tedious and
stodgy. It’s refreshing to be able to retain knowledge that can later be reflected on.
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The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn ...
In The Lucifer Effect, the award-winning and internationally respected psychologist, Philip Zimbardo,
examines how the human mind has the capacity to be infinitely caring or selfish, kind or cruel, creative or
destructive. He challenges our conceptions of who we think we are, what we believe we will never do - and
how and why almost any of us could be initiated into the ranks of evil doers.

The Lucifer Effect: How Good People Turn Evil: Amazon.co ...
The Lucifer Effect provides some possible explanations for this phenomenon, as well as for those of us who
have been involved in cultic groups or other situations in which we were, in retrospect, baffled by our own
actions, which contradicted our previous notions of our identities.

[PDF] The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People ...
The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil: Author: Philip G. Zimbardo: Edition:
illustrated, reprint: Publisher: Random House, 2008: ISBN: 0812974441, 9780812974447: Length: 551 pages:
Subjects

The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn ...
Philip Zimbardo's The Lucifer Effect is a formidable and chilling study of the atrocities that were perpetrated
at Abu Ghraib, says Edward Marriott Buy The Lucifer Effect at the Guardian bookshop E...
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Review: The Lucifer Effect by Philip Zimbardo | Books ...
The Lucifer Effect provides some possible explanations for this phenomenon, as well as for those of us who
have been involved in cultic groups or other situations in which we were, in retrospect,...

The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil
The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil is a 2007 book which includes professor
Philip Zimbardo's first detailed, written account of the events surrounding the 1971 Stanford Prison
Experiment (SPE) — a prison simulation study which had to be discontinued after only six days due to
several distressing outcomes and mental breaks of the participants. The book includes over 30 years of
subsequent research into the psychological and social factors which result in immoral ...

The Lucifer Effect - Wikipedia
The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil

The Lucifer Effect by Philip Zimbardo
The Lucifer Effect explains how—and the myriad reasons why—we are all susceptible to the lure of “the
dark side.” Drawing on examples from history as well as his own trailblazing research, Zimbardo details
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how situational forces and group dynamics can work in concert to make monsters out of decent men and
women.

The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn ...
The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil Audible Audiobook – Unabridged Philip
Zimbardo (Author), Kevin Foley (Narrator), Tantor Audio (Publisher) 4.5 out of 5 stars 752 ratings See all
formats and editions

The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn ...
The Lucifer effect : understanding how good people turn evil by Zimbardo, Philip G. Publication date 2007
Topics Good and evil, Zelfbeheersing, Mishandeling, Goed en kwaad, Groepsdynamica, Psychologische
aspecten ... Zimbardo enables us to better understand a variety of phenomena, from corporate malfeasance
to organized genocide. ...

The Lucifer effect : understanding how good people turn ...
Renowned social psychologist Philip Zimbardo has the answers, and in The Lucifer Effect he explains
how–and the myriad reasons why–we are all susceptible to the lure of “the dark side.” Drawing on
examples from history as well as his own trailblazing research, Zimbardo details how situational forces and
group dynamics can work in concert to make monsters out of decent men and women.
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The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn ...
OverView. The Lucifer Effect raises a fundamental question about the nature of human nature: How is it
possible for ordinary, average, even good people to become perpetrators of evil? In trying to understand
unusual, or aberrant behavior, we often err in focusing exclusively on the inner determinants of genes,
personality, and character, as we also tend to ignore what may be the critical catalyst for behavior change in
the external Situation or in the System that creates and maintains such ...

The Lucifer Effect — Stanford Prison Experiment
http://video.mit.edu/watch/the-lucifer-effect-understanding-how-good-people-turn-evil-9241/ 04/02/2007
4:00 PM Wong Auditorium. Philip G. Zimbardo, Professor...

The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn ...
The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good People Turn Evil (Hardcover) Published April 17th 2007 by
Random House (NY) Hardcover, 551 pages. Author (s): Philip G. Zimbardo. ISBN: 1400064112 (ISBN13:
9781400064113) Edition language: English.

Editions of The Lucifer Effect: Understanding How Good ...
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Aug 30, 2020 the lucifer effect understanding how good people turn evil Posted By Mary Higgins
ClarkMedia TEXT ID f5851349 Online PDF Ebook Epub Library THE LUCIFER EFFECT
UNDERSTANDING HOW GOOD PEOPLE TURN EVIL

the lucifer effect understanding how good people turn evil
Rewned social psychologist Philip Zimbardo has the answers, and in The Lucifer Effect he explains how-and
the myriad reasons why-we are all susceptible to the lure of the dark side. Drawing on examples from history
as well as his own trailblazing research, Zimbardo details how situational forces and group dynamics can
work in concert to make monsters out of decent men and women.

The definitive firsthand account of the groundbreaking research of Philip Zimbardo—the basis for the awardwinning film The Stanford Prison Experiment Renowned social psychologist and creator of the Stanford
Prison Experiment Philip Zimbardo explores the mechanisms that make good people do bad things, how
moral people can be seduced into acting immorally, and what this says about the line separating good from
evil. The Lucifer Effect explains how—and the myriad reasons why—we are all susceptible to the lure of
“the dark side.” Drawing on examples from history as well as his own trailblazing research, Zimbardo
details how situational forces and group dynamics can work in concert to make monsters out of decent men
and women. Here, for the first time and in detail, Zimbardo tells the full story of the Stanford Prison
Experiment, the landmark study in which a group of college-student volunteers was randomly divided into
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“guards” and “inmates” and then placed in a mock prison environment. Within a week the study was
abandoned, as ordinary college students were transformed into either brutal, sadistic guards or emotionally
broken prisoners. By illuminating the psychological causes behind such disturbing metamorphoses,
Zimbardo enables us to better understand a variety of harrowing phenomena, from corporate malfeasance to
organized genocide to how once upstanding American soldiers came to abuse and torture Iraqi detainees in
Abu Ghraib. He replaces the long-held notion of the “bad apple” with that of the “bad barrel”—the
idea that the social setting and the system contaminate the individual, rather than the other way around. This
is a book that dares to hold a mirror up to mankind, showing us that we might not be who we think we are.
While forcing us to reexamine what we are capable of doing when caught up in the crucible of behavioral
dynamics, though, Zimbardo also offers hope. We are capable of resisting evil, he argues, and can even teach
ourselves to act heroically. Like Hannah Arendt’s Eichmann in Jerusalem and Steven Pinker’s The Blank
Slate, The Lucifer Effect is a shocking, engrossing study that will change the way we view human behavior.
Praise for The Lucifer Effect “The Lucifer Effect will change forever the way you think about why we behave
the way we do—and, in particular, about the human potential for evil. This is a disturbing book, but one that
has never been more necessary.”—Malcolm Gladwell “An important book . . . All politicians and social
commentators . . . should read this.”—The Times (London) “Powerful . . . an extraordinarily valuable
addition to the literature of the psychology of violence or ‘evil.’”—The American Prospect
“Penetrating . . . Combining a dense but readable and often engrossing exposition of social psychology
research with an impassioned moral seriousness, Zimbardo challenges readers to look beyond glib
denunciations of evil-doers and ponder our collective responsibility for the world’s ills.”—Publishers
Weekly “A sprawling discussion . . . Zimbardo couples a thorough narrative of the Stanford Prison
Experiment with an analysis of the social dynamics of the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq.”—Booklist
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“Zimbardo bottled evil in a laboratory. The lessons he learned show us our dark nature but also fill us with
hope if we heed their counsel. The Lucifer Effect reads like a novel.”—Anthony Pratkanis, Ph.D., professor
emeritus of psychology, University of California
The definitive firsthand account of the groundbreaking research of Philip Zimbardo—the basis for the awardwinning film The Stanford Prison Experiment Renowned social psychologist and creator of the Stanford
Prison Experiment Philip Zimbardo explores the mechanisms that make good people do bad things, how
moral people can be seduced into acting immorally, and what this says about the line separating good from
evil. The Lucifer Effect explains how—and the myriad reasons why—we are all susceptible to the lure of
“the dark side.” Drawing on examples from history as well as his own trailblazing research, Zimbardo
details how situational forces and group dynamics can work in concert to make monsters out of decent men
and women. Here, for the first time and in detail, Zimbardo tells the full story of the Stanford Prison
Experiment, the landmark study in which a group of college-student volunteers was randomly divided into
“guards” and “inmates” and then placed in a mock prison environment. Within a week the study was
abandoned, as ordinary college students were transformed into either brutal, sadistic guards or emotionally
broken prisoners. By illuminating the psychological causes behind such disturbing metamorphoses,
Zimbardo enables us to better understand a variety of harrowing phenomena, from corporate malfeasance to
organized genocide to how once upstanding American soldiers came to abuse and torture Iraqi detainees in
Abu Ghraib. He replaces the long-held notion of the “bad apple” with that of the “bad barrel”—the
idea that the social setting and the system contaminate the individual, rather than the other way around. This
is a book that dares to hold a mirror up to mankind, showing us that we might not be who we think we are.
While forcing us to reexamine what we are capable of doing when caught up in the crucible of behavioral
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dynamics, though, Zimbardo also offers hope. We are capable of resisting evil, he argues, and can even teach
ourselves to act heroically. Like Hannah Arendt’s Eichmann in Jerusalem and Steven Pinker’s The Blank
Slate, The Lucifer Effect is a shocking, engrossing study that will change the way we view human behavior.
Praise for The Lucifer Effect “The Lucifer Effect will change forever the way you think about why we behave
the way we do—and, in particular, about the human potential for evil. This is a disturbing book, but one that
has never been more necessary.”—Malcolm Gladwell “An important book . . . All politicians and social
commentators . . . should read this.”—The Times (London) “Powerful . . . an extraordinarily valuable
addition to the literature of the psychology of violence or ‘evil.’”—The American Prospect
“Penetrating . . . Combining a dense but readable and often engrossing exposition of social psychology
research with an impassioned moral seriousness, Zimbardo challenges readers to look beyond glib
denunciations of evil-doers and ponder our collective responsibility for the world’s ills.”—Publishers
Weekly “A sprawling discussion . . . Zimbardo couples a thorough narrative of the Stanford Prison
Experiment with an analysis of the social dynamics of the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq.”—Booklist
“Zimbardo bottled evil in a laboratory. The lessons he learned show us our dark nature but also fill us with
hope if we heed their counsel. The Lucifer Effect reads like a novel.”—Anthony Pratkanis, Ph.D., professor
emeritus of psychology, University of California
The definitive firsthand account of the groundbreaking research of Philip Zimbardo—the basis for the awardwinning film The Stanford Prison Experiment Renowned social psychologist and creator of the Stanford
Prison Experiment Philip Zimbardo explores the mechanisms that make good people do bad things, how
moral people can be seduced into acting immorally, and what this says about the line separating good from
evil. The Lucifer Effect explains how—and the myriad reasons why—we are all susceptible to the lure of
Page 10/17

Download File PDF The Lucifer Effect Understanding How Good
People Turn Evil Philip G Zimbardo
“the dark side.” Drawing on examples from history as well as his own trailblazing research, Zimbardo
details how situational forces and group dynamics can work in concert to make monsters out of decent men
and women. Here, for the first time and in detail, Zimbardo tells the full story of the Stanford Prison
Experiment, the landmark study in which a group of college-student volunteers was randomly divided into
“guards” and “inmates” and then placed in a mock prison environment. Within a week the study was
abandoned, as ordinary college students were transformed into either brutal, sadistic guards or emotionally
broken prisoners. By illuminating the psychological causes behind such disturbing metamorphoses,
Zimbardo enables us to better understand a variety of harrowing phenomena, from corporate malfeasance to
organized genocide to how once upstanding American soldiers came to abuse and torture Iraqi detainees in
Abu Ghraib. He replaces the long-held notion of the “bad apple” with that of the “bad barrel”—the
idea that the social setting and the system contaminate the individual, rather than the other way around. This
is a book that dares to hold a mirror up to mankind, showing us that we might not be who we think we are.
While forcing us to reexamine what we are capable of doing when caught up in the crucible of behavioral
dynamics, though, Zimbardo also offers hope. We are capable of resisting evil, he argues, and can even teach
ourselves to act heroically. Like Hannah Arendt’s Eichmann in Jerusalem and Steven Pinker’s The Blank
Slate, The Lucifer Effect is a shocking, engrossing study that will change the way we view human behavior.
Praise for The Lucifer Effect “The Lucifer Effect will change forever the way you think about why we behave
the way we do—and, in particular, about the human potential for evil. This is a disturbing book, but one that
has never been more necessary.”—Malcolm Gladwell “An important book . . . All politicians and social
commentators . . . should read this.”—The Times (London) “Powerful . . . an extraordinarily valuable
addition to the literature of the psychology of violence or ‘evil.’”—The American Prospect
“Penetrating . . . Combining a dense but readable and often engrossing exposition of social psychology
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research with an impassioned moral seriousness, Zimbardo challenges readers to look beyond glib
denunciations of evil-doers and ponder our collective responsibility for the world’s ills.”—Publishers
Weekly “A sprawling discussion . . . Zimbardo couples a thorough narrative of the Stanford Prison
Experiment with an analysis of the social dynamics of the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq.”—Booklist
“Zimbardo bottled evil in a laboratory. The lessons he learned show us our dark nature but also fill us with
hope if we heed their counsel. The Lucifer Effect reads like a novel.”—Anthony Pratkanis, Ph.D., professor
emeritus of psychology, University of California
What makes good people capable of committing bad - even evil - acts? Few psychologists are as wellqualified to answer that question as Philip Zimbardo, a psychology professor who was not only the author of
the classic Stanford Prison Experiment - which asked two groups of students to assume the roles of prisoners
and guards in a makeshift jail, to dramatic effect - but also an active participant in the trial of a US serviceman
who took part in the violent abuse of Iraqi prisoners in the wake of the second Gulf War. Zimbardo's book
The Lucifer Effect is an extended analysis that aims to find solutions to the problem of how good people can
commit evil acts. Zimbardo used his problem-solving skills to locate the solution to this question in an
understanding of two conditions. Firstly, he writes, situational factors (circumstances and setting) must
override dispositional ones, meaning that decent and well-meaning people can behave uncharacteristically
when placed in unusual or stressful environments. Secondly, good and evil are not alternatives; they are
interchangeable. Most people are capable of being both angels and devils, depending on the circumstances.
In making this observation, Zimbardo also built on the work of Stanley Milgram, whose own psychological
experiments had shown the impact that authority figures can have on determining the actions of their
subordinates. Zimbardo's book is a fine example of the importance of asking productive questions that go
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beyond the theoretical to consider real-world events.
“A philosophical look at the history of our species which alternated between fascinating and frightening . . .
like reading Dean Koontz or Stephen King.” —Rocky Mountain News The Lucifer Principle is a
revolutionary work that explores the intricate relationships among genetics, human behavior, and culture to
put forth the thesis that “evil” is a by-product of nature’s strategies for creation and that it is woven into
our most basic biological fabric. In a sweeping narrative that moves lucidly among sophisticated scientific
disciplines and covers the entire span of the earth’s—as well as mankind’s—history, Howard Bloom
challenges some of our most popular scientific assumptions. Drawing on evidence from studies of the most
primitive organisms to those on ants, apes, and humankind, the author makes a persuasive case that it is the
group, or “superorganism,” rather than the lone individual that really matters in the evolutionary struggle.
But biology is not destiny, and human culture is not always the buffer to our most primitive instincts we
would like to think it is. In these complex threads of thought lies the Lucifer Principle, and only through
understanding its mandates will we able to avoid the nuclear crusades that await us in the twenty-first century.
“A revolutionary vision of the relationship between psychology and history, The Lucifer Principle will have
a profound impact on our concepts of human nature. It is astonishing that a book of such importance could
be such a pleasure to read.”—Elizabeth F. Loftus, author of Memory
In 2011, Philip Zimbardo gave a TED Talk called "The Demise of Guys," which has been viewed by over 1.8
million people. A TED eBook called The Demise of Guys: Why Guys Are Struggling and What We Can Do
About It followed. The is an expansion of that brief polemic based on Zimbardo's observations, research,
and the survey that was completed by over 20,000 viewers of the original TED Talk. The premise here is that
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we are facing a not-so-brave new world; a world in which young men are getting left behind. In record
numbers men are flaming out academically and failing socially and sexually with women. Philip G. Zimbardo
and Nikita Coulombe say that an addiction to video games and online porn have created a generation of shy,
socially awkward, emotionally removed, and risk-adverse young men who are unable (and unwilling) to
navigate the complexities and risks inherent to real-life relationships, school, and employment. Taking a
critical look at a problem that is tearing at families and societies everywhere, Man, Interrupted suggests that
our young men are suffering from a new form of "arousal addiction," and introduce a bold new plan for
getting them back on track. The concluding chapters offer a set of solutions that can be affected by different
segments of society: What the government can do What schools can do What parents can do What men can
do What women can do What the media can do Filled with telling anecdotes, results of fascinating research,
perceptive analysis, and concrete suggestions for change. Man Interrupted is a book for our time. It is a book
that informs, challenged, and ultimately inspires.
In the 1980s, America was gripped by widespread panics about Satanic cults. Conspiracy theories abounded
about groups who were allegedly abusing children in day-care centers, impregnating girls for infant sacrifice,
brainwashing adults, and even controlling the highest levels of government. As historian of religions David
Frankfurter listened to these sinister theories, it occurred to him how strikingly similar they were to those that
swept parts of the early Christian world, early modern Europe, and postcolonial Africa. He began to
investigate the social and psychological patterns that give rise to these myths. Thus was born Evil Incarnate, a
riveting analysis of the mythology of evilconspiracy. The first work to provide an in-depth analysis of the
topic, the book uses anthropology, the history of religion, sociology, and psychoanalytic theory, to answer
the questions "What causes people collectively to envision evil and seek to exterminate it?" and "Why does
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the representation of evil recur in such typical patterns?" Frankfurter guides the reader through such diverse
subjects as witch-hunting, the origins of demonology, cannibalism, and the rumors of Jewish ritual murder,
demonstrating how societies have long expanded upon their fears of such atrocities to address a collective
anxiety. Thus, he maintains, panics over modern-day infant sacrifice are really not so different from rumors
about early Christians engaging in infant feasts during the second and third centuries in Rome. In Evil
Incarnate, Frankfurter deepens historical awareness that stories of Satanic atrocities are both inventions of the
mind and perennial phenomena, not authentic criminal events. True evil, as he so artfully demonstrates, is
not something organized and corrupting, but rather a social construction that inspires people to brutal acts in
the name of moral order.
This text offers students a thorough look at the different issues and theoretical perspectives in psychology
today, combining scientific rigour with a dedicated enthusiasm for the subject matter.
“If law be the bedrock of civil society, it can no more undergird torture than it could support slavery or
genocide.” –from the Introduction The graphic photographs of U.S. military personnel grinning over
abused Arab and Muslim prisoners shocked the world community. That the United States was systematically
torturing inmates at prisons run by its military and civilian leaders divided the nation and brought deep
shame to many. When Steven H. Miles, an expert in medical ethics and an advocate for human rights,
learned of the neglect, mistreatment, and torture of prisoners at Abu Ghraib, Guantánamo Bay, and
elsewhere, one of his first thoughts was: “Where were the prison doctors while the abuses were taking
place?” In Oath Betrayed, Miles explains the answer to this question. Not only were doctors, nurses, and
medics silent while prisoners were abused; physicians and psychologists provided information that helped
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determine how much and what kind of mistreatment could be delivered to detainees during interrogation.
Additionally, these harsh examinations were monitored by health professionals operating under the purview
of the U.S. military. Miles has based this book on meticulous research and a wealth of resources, including
unprecedented eyewitness accounts from actual victims of prison abuse, and more than thirty-five thousand
pages of documentation acquired through provisions of the Freedom of Information Act: army criminal
investigations, FBI notes on debriefings of prisoners, autopsy reports, and prisoners’ medical records.
These documents tell a story markedly different from the official version of the truth, revealing involvement
at every level of government, from Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld to the Pentagon’s senior health
officials to prison health-care personnel. Oath Betrayed is not a denunciation of American military policy or
of war in general, but of a profound betrayal of traditions that have shaped the medical corps of the United
States armed forces and of America’s abdication of its leadership role in international human rights. This
book is a vital document that will both open minds and reinvigorate Americans’ understanding of why
human rights matter, so that we can reaffirm and fortify the rules for international civil society. “This, quite
simply, is the most devastating and detailed investigation into a question that has remained a no-no in the
current debate on American torture in George Bush’s war on terror: the role of military physicians, nurses,
and other medical personnel. Dr. Miles writes in a white rage, with great justification–but he lets the facts tell
the story.” –Seymour M. Hersh, author of Chain of Command “Steven Miles has written exactly the
book we require on medical complicity in torture. His admirable combination of scholarship and moral
passion does great service to the medical profession and to our country.” –Robert Jay Lifton, M.D., author
of The Nazi Doctors: Medical Killing and the Psychology of Genocide, and co-editor of Crimes of War: Iraq
From the Hardcover edition.
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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject Sociology - Methodology and Methods, grade: 1,2, JustusLiebig-University Giessen, language: English, abstract: In the 1970s and '80s, the behavioral researcher and
psychologist Prof. Philip Zimbardo tested the effects of extraordinary situations on human subjects.
Zimbardo was less concerned with demonstrating the personal situations, developments and psychological
case studies of individuals, and rather was searching for universal relationships between external influences
and the behavior of the subject. Such influences are to be observed in situations of extreme duress, as
illustrated by those in prisons. After World War II there were a multitude of reports from prisoners about
their personal experiences, the influences and effects of their respective time in prison. Zimbardo now wanted
to observe the effects of prison on a universal level. He thus clearly separated the personal psyche of the
individual from the factors that would encroach from the "outside", making them equal to prisoners. The
core question Zimbardo was experimenting with was the question of the "good" and "evil" in humans.
Would good or evil triumph in individuals who were subjected to extreme stress and were required to resort
to violence? What influence does the environment have on this decision? Who is actually responsible for
reporting extraordinary violence in prisons? Is it the special characters and individuals gathered within the
prison, or must this phenomenon be ascribed to the imposed prison environment?
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